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July 14: In statements to reporters, Defense Minister Gen. Emilio Ponce charged that 550 combatants
from the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) have been leaving the confines of the
15 special concentration zones set up as part of the demobilization process. He said that 215 of these
combatants were armed. Next, Ponce asserted that the weapons turned in during demobilization
ceremonies by the first 20% of FMLN forces were mostly "old arms that had probably been sitting
in storage throughout the conflict," and that the rebels were hiding their best weapons. Ponce
added that most of the first 1,681 guerrillas who demobilized were "elderly people," which indicates
that "none of the most experienced FMLN combatants have been demobilized." He said that
this constitutes "a slap in the face to the peace process." July 15: In response to Ponce's charges,
FMLN leader Salvador Samoyoa said that the FMLN intends to deposit all of its weapons in UN
observer mission (ONUSAL) warehouses. He asserted that ONUSAL "is aware of every last man
armed by the FMLN," and described Ponce's statements as "out of place and confrontational."
FMLN commander Leonel Gonzales denied that rebel forces had left the concentration zones.
Gonzales suggested that Ponce must have been referring to the Public Security Commissions that
FMLN combatants and local civilians have formed in 42 municipalities within the former conflict
zones. He asserted that these Commissions are not in violation of the peace accords. Furthermore,
Gonzales charged that the government has not fulfilled its promise to provide the first 20% of FMLN
guerrillas who have already demobilized with special reintegration programs, nor has it provided
a security system for FMLN leaders. July 16: In a San Salvador press conference, armed forces Col.
Emilio Velasco Alfaro, FMLN leader Salvador Sanchez Ceren, ONUSAL representative Roberto
Rodriguez, and UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) representative Miriam de Figueroa announced
that the government and the guerrillas have commenced joint efforts to remove land mines from
former conflict zones. According to Figueroa, the project involves three phases. During the first
phase, mine fields located in a 400 sq. km. area will be identified and demarcated. The second phase
will consist of operations to deactivate the mines. The third phase will involve a public education
campaign aimed at explaining precautionary measures necessary to avoid mine- related accidents.
She added that UNICEF will finance a ten- member mission from the Inter-American Defense
Board which will provide technical assistance in mine deactivation. July 17: Under the supervision
of ONUSAL officials, the armed forces began demobilization of the first of five Rapid Deployment
Infantry Battalions (Battalion de Infanteria de Reaccion Inmediata-BIRI) established during the war,
the "General Eusebio Bracamonte" battalion. The peace accords mandate dissolution of one BIRI
battalion each month starting in July. According to Bracamonte commander Col. Mauricio Duque,
some battalion members will be discharged from the armed forces while others will be reassigned
to other units. July 19: The government issued a press release indicating that US$94 million from
international reconstruction funds have been allocated to assist 47,000 former government soldiers
and FMLN combatants to reintegrate into civilian life. Demobilized combatants who wish to
take up agricultural production will be supplied with a package of farm tools, while those who
wish to live in the cities will be given a package of domestic articles. In addition, the funds will
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be used for the purchase of land parcels, housing, credits, technical assistance, scholarships for
vocational training and for university studies, and rehabilitation programs for the war injured. The
assistance programs will be carried out by several government agencies as well as by independent
humanitarian organizations. In statements to journalists, former Venezuelan foreign minister
Reinaldo Figueredo, a member of the Truth Commission, said that the Commission has completed
the first phase of its investigation into human rights violations committed during the civil war. He
said that, in this first phase of its work, the Commission had collected "important data" on the cases
which it might investigate. July 20: In a press conference, Communications Minister Ernesto Altschul
said the government hopes that, in late July when the FMLN is scheduled to demobilize the next
20% of its troops, the rebels will turn in more and higher quality weapons than during the previous
round of demobilization. Altschul indicated that this would create "the necessary confidence so that
the population can believe the peace process is really irreversible." (Sources: Notimex, 07/14/92,
07/17/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 07/15-17/92, 07/20/92;
Agence France-Presse, 07/15/92, 07/16/92, 07/19/92, 07/21/92)
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